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SELF-STUDY CERTIFICATION EXERCISES ONLY 
 

The purpose of this document is to put together the practice tax returns from the Training and 
Certification Course without any of the teaching tools, references, tasks, etc. We hope that this will be 
helpful for returning volunteers who are experienced enough that they do not need all the instructional 
details. 
 
This document includes all the exercises from the Training and Certification Course, including the 
“New Volunteer Introductory Tax Topics,” and the “Certification Lessons Comprehensive Tax Topics.” 
These are intended to include all of the topics covered on the Advanced Exam.  
 
In the course, most exercises build on prior exercises, so it's important to get the correct answer 
before moving forward. In this document, each entire tax return exercise is built at one time. For 
Answers, the AGI and Refund/Amount Due are given at the end of each exercise (Release 1 using 
Practice Lab for TY2025). If your answer doesn’t match and you don’t know why, you might want to 
see more detailed answers. In this case, you can check the entries for each taxpayer here: Answers 
to Tax Returns 1-4 (New Volunteer Introductory Tax Topics) and Answers to Tax Returns 5-10 
(Certification Lessons Comprehensive Tax Topics).  
 
Let’s go… 
 
 

 
  

https://ta-nttc.tiny.us/SS-Answers-New-Volunteer
https://ta-nttc.tiny.us/SS-Answers-New-Volunteer
https://ta-nttc.tiny.us/SS-Answers-Certification
https://ta-nttc.tiny.us/SS-Answers-Certification
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Tax Returns 1-4 for New Volunteer Introductory Tax Topics 
Tax Return 1 – Neva and Miguel Sanchez 

Wages, Interest, Dividends, Alimony, and Unemployment Income 
● View the Intake/Interview and Qualify Review Sheet for the Sanchez return. 

 

 
 

• Open Practice Lab and create a new return for NEVA SANCHEZ, SSN: 015-00-6516 and 
MIGUEL SANCHEZ, SSN: 115-00-0001. Neva and Miguel want to file jointly. 

• Miguel had both a savings and checking account at City Bank, and while he didn't get a 1099-
INT from them, he received $5 and $4 in interest, respectively. You may add these amounts 
together to report them as interest from City Bank. 

• Neva received $350 a month in alimony income ($4,200 in 20XX). The date of her divorce 
agreement was December 23, 2014. 

• Sadly, Miguel Sanchez lost his job in August. He was able to collect unemployment income 
until the end of the year. 

 

https://drive.google.com/open?id=1AJLXyIw20-hwLqT_3uJnpk7aY8ecWpum&usp=drive_fs
https://vita.taxslayerpro.com/IRSTraining/en/Account/Access
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Answer: AGI = $56,058 Refund = $2,138  Answer Sheet 
 

 

https://ta-nttc.tiny.us/SS-Answers-New-Volunteer
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Tax Return 2 – Alan and Marcy Johnson 

Social Security and Retirement Income, and Additional Deductions 
●  View the Intake/Interview and Quality Review Sheet for the Johnson return. 

 
 
 

 
 

● Open Practice Lab and create a new return for ALAN JOHNSON, SSN: 015-00-1809. Alan 
and Marcy Johnson are married and want to file jointly (MFJ). MARCY JOHNSON, SSN: 015-
00-6519. 

● Alan is retired and collecting Social Security, but Marcy is still working as a restaurant 
manager. She receives both tip income and overtime pay through her union contract, as 
shown on her W-2. 

● Alan purchased a new Toyota Corolla last year with a loan from his credit union. He received a 
Form 1098-VLI showing the amount of interest he paid on the loan during the tax year. 

 
 

https://drive.google.com/open?id=1x8PpGOIlQtTqF65nKmHwCc2VtnDhdwKt&usp=drive_fs
https://vita.taxslayerpro.com/IRSTraining/en/Account/Access
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Answer: AGI = $77,218 Refund = $4,372  Answer Sheet 
 

 
  

https://ta-nttc.tiny.us/SS-Answers-New-Volunteer
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Tax Return 3 – Karen Wilson 

Adjustments to Income 
● View the Intake/Interview and Quality Review Sheet for the Wilson return. 

 

 
 

● Open Practice Lab and create a new return for KAREN WILSON, SSN: 015-00-1804, and her 
daughter FELICIA WILSON, SSN: 015-00-4564. 

● Karen is a full-time 6th-grade teacher and worked the entire year. She has receipts totaling 
$368 for classroom supplies she purchased during the year. 

● Karen pays her ex-husband, Sam Gonzales (SSN 015-00-9012) $500 a month in alimony. 
Their divorce was effective on 9/23/1997 and has not been modified. 

● Karen contributed $2,000 to her traditional IRA during 20XX. 
● Karen paid interest on a student loan last year. 
● Karen contributed $500 in cash to her church during the year (new deduction for 2026). 

https://drive.google.com/open?id=183SL-0xMVzFymnFPL5o-YAiMhShWZZ_M&usp=drive_fs
https://vita.taxslayerpro.com/IRSTraining/en/Account/Access
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Answer: AGI = $24,200 Refund = $8,462 Answer Sheet 
 

  

https://ta-nttc.tiny.us/SS-Answers-New-Volunteer
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Tax Return 4 – Michael and Debra Monroe 

Child Tax Credit and Credit for Other Dependents 
● View the Intake/Interview and Quality Review Form for the Monroe return. 

 

 
 

● Open Practice Lab and enter MICHAEL MONROE’s SSN:015-00-7653 to create a new return 
with filing status MFJ with DEBRA MONROE, SSN:115-00-0002. 

● Enter the Monroe’s dependents’ details from Form 13614-C. DAVID MONROE, SSN: 013-00-
0010 and CASSIDY MONROE, SSN: 013-00-0020. 

https://drive.google.com/open?id=1fi-T02njRqVm8t9IGoX72CAxpHjMnyd3&usp=drive_fs
https://vita.taxslayerpro.com/IRSTraining/en/Account/Access
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Answer: AGI = $48,214 Refund = $7,325 Answer Sheet 
 

 
  

https://ta-nttc.tiny.us/SS-Answers-New-Volunteer
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Tax Returns 5-10 for Certification Lessons Comprehensive Tax Topics 
Tax Return 5 – James and Diana Calhoun 

Parental Dependent, IP PINs, and Itemized Deductions 
● View the Intake/Interview & Quality Review Sheet for the Calhoun return.  
 

 
 

● Open Practice Lab and create a new tax return for JAMES CALHOUN, SSN: 015-00-7028 
and DIANA CALHOUN, SSN: 115-00-0003. 

● The Calhouns listed PENNY TAYLOR, SSN: 015-00-0510, Diana’s mother, as someone they 
supported last year. She lived in an independent living facility and only received a small 
amount of Social Security. 

● Since James had his Social Security number stolen and used to file a fraudulent tax return a 
few years ago, he received a letter from the IRS with his IP PIN on it. 

● Diana decided it would be wise for her to have an IP PIN too, so she used the IRS IP PIN Tool 
to get hers online. 

● The Calhouns’ expenses include unreimbursed medical expenses incurred by Penny but paid 
by the Calhouns when she was hospitalized after a fall. 

● In addition to medical mileage, James and Diana used a car service for medical appointments 

https://drive.google.com/open?id=16ZqQ6nnKD0Ul6JVzwhREm1EWpYTm2Ns_&usp=drive_fs
https://vita.taxslayerpro.com/IRSTraining/en/Account/Access
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for Penny when they were not able to drive her themselves. 
● James and Diana tell you that they drove all the miles for medical reasons in the last half of the 

year, between July 1 and December 31 
● For the sales tax deduction, use the ZIP code 68101 for Omaha, NE. 
● Diana paid $1,390 in sales tax for the new car she purchased in 20XX. 
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Answer: AGI = $41,746 Refund = $2,906    Answer Sheet 
 

 
 

  

https://ta-nttc.tiny.us/SS-Answers-Certification
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Tax Return 6 – William Martin 

Self-Employment Business Income, Self-Employed Health Insurance Deduction, and 
Estimated Payments 

● View the Intake/Interview and Quality Review Sheet for the Martin return.  
 

 
 

● Open Practice Lab and create a new return for WILLIAM MARTIN, SSN 015-00-6517. 
• William receives Social Security and is a self-employed painter.  
• His clients are businesses and private homeowners. His business name is Baldwin Painting, 

and he uses his home address for his business address. Use Schedule C business code 
238320. 

• William received two Form 1099-NECs from restaurants he painted. Input these, linking each 
to a single Schedule C for his business, Baldwin Painting.  

• He also received cash payments totaling $32,867 from private clients for painting their houses.  
• Enter the expenses William listed on the Schedule C Worksheet which follows. Note that the 

business mileage rate increased July 1, 20XX.  William drove 1102 business miles prior to that 
date and 866 after that date. 

• Note that William paid $3,400 in health insurance premiums in addition to his Medicare Part B 
and Part D premiums deducted from his Social Security. 

• As we chat with William, we learn that he made quarterly estimated tax payments of $750 each 
on the correct due dates for TY20XX in April, June, September, and this January. 

• William says he is slowing down some as he ages and doesn’t think he will work as much this 
coming year. He wants to lower his estimated payments to $600 per quarter for the coming 
year. 

https://drive.google.com/open?id=1PXOiwA__9X8rV2jA3b3bDBWQSO-9LQ80&usp=drive_fs
https://vita.taxslayerpro.com/IRSTraining/en/Account/Access
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Answer: AGI = $22,141 Refund = $809 Answer Sheet  
 
 

 

https://ta-nttc.tiny.us/SS-Answers-Certification
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Tax Return 7 – David Seitz 

1099-B and Brokerage Statement, Rental of Land, Gambling, Cancellation of Debt, and 
Early Retirement Distribution with Penalty 

● View the Intake/Interview and Quality Review Sheet for the Seitz return. 
 

 
 

● Open Practice Lab and create a new return for DAVID SEITZ, SSN 015-00-7614.  
● David has a long-term capital loss carryover from last year of $5,000.  
● David sold 25 shares of IBM stock that he inherited from his Uncle Jim who died in 2015. 

Uncle Jim purchased the stock for $50 per share and the share price was $105 per share on 
his date of death. 

● The short-term and long-term transactions in the Alpine Brokerage Summary of Proceeds are 
for mutual funds purchased on various dates. All short-term sales occurred on 8/17/20XX 
(current tax year). The long-term sales occurred on various dates with the last transaction of 
the year on 9/23/20XX. The basis for all these transactions was reported to the IRS. 

● David rented a parcel of his land (196 State Street, Your City, YS, YZIP) for 12 months last 
year to the Boyd Construction Company where they staged building materials for a nearby 
project. David owned the land 100%, did not use it for personal use, and rented the land for the 
entire year. He actively participated, and all investment was at-risk. 

● The parcel of land has no buildings or improvements. David had property taxes of $600 and no 
expenses associated with the rental of this land. If David was itemizing, he could claim the 
property taxes there as a deduction. Since he is not itemizing, no deduction is within scope for 
Tax-Aide. 

● David purchased 20 quick picks at $2 each month. He only had one winning ticket for the year 
that is reported on a Form W2-G. 

https://drive.google.com/open?id=1blF55bbcg2L68_x_rwJP-JPjDFTkvuax&usp=drive_fs
https://vita.taxslayerpro.com/IRSTraining/en/Account/Access
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● David withdrew $4,256.36 from his IRA to buy some electronic equipment he has been 
wanting. 
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Answer: AGI = $29,225 Refund = $786 Answer Sheet 
 

 
  

https://ta-nttc.tiny.us/SS-Answers-Certification
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Tax Return 8 – Patrick Compton 

IRA Distribution into a Rollover and Partially Taxable Pension 
● View the Intake/Interview and Quality Review Sheet for the Compton return.  

 

 
 

● Open Practice Lab and create a new return for PATRICK COMPTON, SSN 015-00-6520. 
● Patrick rolled over $234,975 from his Jefferson Co Pension Fund (first 1099-R below) to an 

IRA. 
● Patrick started receiving his Alpine Pension (second 1099-R below) on January 1, 2014, and 

did not select the joint or survivor option. You may use the Colorado Resource Toolbox or 
TaxSlayer’s Simplified Worksheet to calculate the taxable amount for Box 2. 

 

https://drive.google.com/open?id=1EVsxa_8YdPOpW6j5udKCTry1QQBfuEfz&usp=drive_fs
https://vita.taxslayerpro.com/IRSTraining/en/Account/Access
https://cotaxaide.org/tools/
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Answer: AGI = $12,287 Refund = $1,274 Answer Sheet  
 

 
  

https://ta-nttc.tiny.us/SS-Answers-Certification
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Tax Return 9 – Stephanie Rogers 

Health Savings Account 
● View the Intake/Interview and Quality Review Sheet  for Stephanie Rogers.  

 

 
 

● Open Practice Lab and create a new return for STEPHANIE ROGERS, SSN: 015-00-3447. 
● Stephanie was enrolled in an HDHP (high deductible health plan) with self-only coverage for 

the full tax year and has an HSA through her employer. Stephanie has no other health 
insurance. 

● Stephanie’s employer contributed $1,500 to her HSA as part of her benefit program during the 
year. Note this is shown on her W-2 in box 12 with code “W.”  

● Stephanie also contributed $1,000 to her HSA on her own and her mother contributed $1,000. 
Stephanie has her Form 5498-SA from the plan showing all the contributions for the tax year. 

● Stephanie received a distribution from her HSA of $1,900, shown on her Form 1099-SA. 
● Stephanie’s unreimbursed expenses:  

Doctor visits $635 
Eyeglasses  $425 
Spa facials  $195 
Prescription drugs $128 
Lab work (routine blood tests) $250 
X-rays $287 
Over-the-counter medication 
recommended by her doctor for 
arthritis in her knee  

$75 

 

https://drive.google.com/open?id=1Z6iibU0pt6yzPX38vL2XPqTlxayi154H&usp=drive_fs
https://vita.taxslayerpro.com/IRSTraining/en/Account/Access
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Answer: AGI = $43,770 Refund = $1,422  Answer Sheet 
 

 
  

https://ta-nttc.tiny.us/SS-Answers-Certification
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Tax Return 10 – Greg and Alice Kohler 

Child and Dependent Care Credit, Education Credits, and Premium Tax Credit 
● View the Intake/Interview and Quality Review Sheet for the Kohler return.  

 

 
 

● Open Practice Lab and create a new return for GREG KOHLER, SSN 015-00-6518 and 
ALICE KOHLER, SSN 015-00-0004. 

● Include children JASON KOHLER, SSN 015-00-0005 (a college student), and NAOMI 
KOHLER, SSN 015-00-0006, as dependents. 

● Naomi received daycare services from Marie Dawson who lives at 1498 Charles St., Your City, 
Your State, YZIP.  

○ Her phone number is 542-901-3636.  
○ Her Social Security number is 055-00-0005.  
○ Marie provided a receipt for $2,500 for Naomi's daycare after school while her parents 

were still at work. 
● Jason is a full-time student majoring in mechanical engineering at Oakland University.  

○ Jason received a scholarship that was restricted to qualified education expenses. His 
scholarship could not be used for room and board or any other non-qualified expenses.  

○ The Kohlers paid the remainder of his tuition expenses, and they also have receipts of 
$452 for the purchase of books that were required for Jason’s classes, not included on 

https://drive.google.com/open?id=1KGPnMI285E6cXP080CUSyFbJ_QiaSBGn&usp=drive_fs
https://vita.taxslayerpro.com/IRSTraining/en/Account/Access
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the 1098-T.  
○ Last year the Kohlers claimed the American opportunity credit for Jason for the first 

time.  
○ Jason has no felony drug convictions, received a 1098-T from Oakland University, and 

1098-T, Box 7 is not checked.  
● Alice took a short course at the community college to learn more about website maintenance. 

She assists with the website for her clinic. 
○ The course did not award academic credit, so no 1098-T was produced. Alice has a 

statement for her course expenses. She was required to buy the book from the college 
bookstore.  

○ City Community College EIN = 56-1234567 
○ Alice has never claimed the American opportunity credit. 
○ Alice was not a half-time or full-time student. 
○ Alice completed her 4-year college degree years ago. 
○ Alice has never had a felony drug conviction. 

● Greg moved into his job at the school district last year and was not eligible for their employee 
health insurance benefit during the year. To tide them over, the Kohlers applied for and 
received Marketplace health insurance from March through December. 
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Answer: AGI = $64,456 Refund = $7,248 Answer Sheet 

 

  

https://ta-nttc.tiny.us/SS-Answers-Certification
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Hurray! You have completed the exercises from the Self-Study Training and Certification 
course. We may find several more types of tax returns in the coming year; if you would 
like to do more for practice, these and others are available at the link provided: 
 

• Lump Sum Social Security Payments 
• Qualified Charitable Distribution 
• Public Safety Officer Retirement Health Deduction 

 
Less Common Advanced Topics 

 
We wish you the best of luck on the completion of your Advanced Exam. We thank you for 
taking the time to prepare yourself to help the folks in our local communities with the 
preparation of their tax returns!  

You are appreciated!! 
 

 

https://ta-nttc.tiny.us/SS-Advanced
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